15 November 2006

I’m sure that most of you are aware that Ann Arbor – and, in particular, the Great Lakes Water Polo Club – had bid on, and had been granted, the USA Water Polo Junior Olympics tournament for 2007.  We were very excited about the prospect of once again welcoming the largest water polo event in the world to the Midwest, and were looking forward to serving as host as we did in 2001.
Unfortunately, as we started examining the details of the USA Water Polo contract, we soon realized that we could not do so without the virtual certainty of suffering significant financial losses.  Over the past several months we tried working with the USA Water Polo National Office, proposing various financial scenarios that would help alleviate this burden, but could not reach such an agreement.  The bottom line is that we could not jeopardize the financial viability of our club by blindly adhering to the terms of the current USA Water Polo contract.  In this regard, we received an e-mail message from Susan Warner Hopkins, Director of Events Production and Promoting for USA Water Polo, which stated:
In follow-up to our conversation on the phone today, we will unfortunately not be able to hold the 2007 Junior Olympics in Ann Arbor because of the undue financial stress this will place on both the Great Lakes Water Polo Club and USA Water Polo.  …
Not only will this move save both of our organizations money, because of the wide availability of low cost airfares to California, and the ability of many teams to drive and avoid hotel expense, this move will save much more for our members.

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause, but believe it is the best decision overall for our members at this time.

We appreciate your time and energies in this matter and look forward to working with you again soon.

Kind Regards,

Susan

We felt it important that everybody in the local water polo community receive this information in as timely a manner as possible; that everybody receive the same information; and that we be the source of this information, to ensure that the facts are presented accurately.  If you have any questions regarding the cancellation of the 2007 Junior Olympics in Ann Arbor, MI, please don’t hesitate to contact any of us through the GLWP Web site (greatlakeswaterpolo.com).
Regards,
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