Message from the President



September 18, 2007
I am happy to announce that last year was another good year for the Club.  We made the transition to American Water Polo, AWP, from USA Water Polo with little difficulty.  The tournament at Villanova was enjoyable and the team finished in 2nd place behind Windy City.  The AWP Tournament may be held in Ann Arbor or Westside of the State next summer.  If that happens, hopefully we will be able to have more players participate and more teams enter from Michigan, Illinois and Missouri.  This may provide our more experienced players a higher level of competition.  The Club is also considering a trip to the Junior Olympics in Southern California and possibly a trip to Hawaii.  More will be announced as the year progresses. 
I am also pleased to report that the Club now has over 100 members. Because of our size we no longer have the luxury of running a “rolling registration”. In early December or late November, we will have two nights of registration at Canham before actual practice starts on December 9th.  Registration dates will be announced in the next few weeks.  No applications will be accepted during practice unless you have made arrangements with the Session Manager, Cathy Scull and unregistered players will not be allowed in the water.  Of course, you can always register by mail with the forms available on the web site and send them directly to the treasurer, Tricia Davies.  Please don’t forget to renew your AWP membership for 2008 also.  You can do that directly on their web site.  To simplify things, Great Lakes annual fees will no longer be collected.  We have added $25 to session fees for overhead expenses.  Please note we have also discontinued the multiple session discounts also.  
To facilitate a smooth registration process, we have created the position of Session Manager.  Each session will now have a player’s parent that is responsible for the entire registration process as well as communicating with the treasurer and coaches, collecting roll call sheets, figuring out unpaid participants, setting up email groups, and sending out last minute updates when needed.  This will be a paid position with a reduction in fees depending on the amount of work this turns out to be.  We will be looking for a male player parent to assume the position in the Spring for the Boys Session and another volunteer for the summer.  Summer Session is always more busy so there will be more opportunity to have fees reduced.  Please contact me via e-mail if you are interested in applying for this position. 
Another change is that NCAA and IRS rules mandate that we document session scholarships given to athletes that need financial assistance with fees.  If you feel you are going to need assistance, please download a scholarship application from our web site and submit it to the Session Manager.  The Session Manager will coordinate any assistance granted with the Treasurer.  Partial scholarships are available also.  We are going to request that as a condition of the scholarship that players or parent volunteer some time to help with some of the many tasks that must be accomplished to keep the Club strong.  

I look forward to another good year and hope you will consider volunteering to help the Session Managers keep your Club strong.  I plan to devote some time this year to implementation of web registration system similar to that utilized by other sports such as soccer and swimming.

Respectfully Submitted,

Stewart Nelson  
